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SALEM PRESBYTERY 
MINISTRY TEAM 

EXAMINATIONS COMMITTEE 
Tempe Fussell, Chair 

July 19, 2008 
 

The Presbytery proceeded with the examinations of Tyler Domske, Larry Duncan, Randy Harris, Donald 
McCann, Canessa Stafford, and Kathryn Threadgill. They have been examined by the Examinations 
Committee of Salem Presbytery. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
1. That Presbytery proceed with the examination of the following Minister who is a member of the 
 Foothills Presbytery. He has been examined and approved by the Examinations Committee of Salem 
 Presbytery. In the context of that examination, he was asked the following two questions and his 
 answers were satisfactory to the Examinations Committee: 

  
a. Do you agree to be governed by the dictates of our Presbyterian polity as defined by the 

Book of Order? 
b. Should you find yourself in disagreement with any aspect of our polity, will you agree to 

remain subject to our Book of Order while working within the bounds of our polity for 
change? 

   
Randolph Harris 
 
 His bio is as follow: 
 

 Randy Harris is a native of Virginia, baptized as an infant at St. Giles Presbyterian Church in 
 Richmond.  He grew up in Rocky Mount, North Carolina, and was confirmed at First Presbyterian 
 Church there in 1980.  Sunday School, fellowship meals, and Youth Group have been formative 
 influences for him.  His parents, Bill and Nonnie Harris, are both elders in the Presbyterian Church, 
 and remain active in congregational life.  His sister Beth and brother Clay are elders, and his sister 
 Holly is a deacon.  Active involvement in church life was, and continues to be, important for his entire 
 family.   

 After finishing high school in Atlanta, he attended Hampden-Sydney College, graduating summa 
 cum laude in 1989 as an English major.  He enrolled at Union Theological Seminary in Richmond in 
 1990, completing his Master of Divinity degree in 1994 and a Master of Theology (Old Testament) in 
 1995.  He met his wife, the Rev. Carol Ann Moore Harris, while at Union, and they married in 1992.  
 They have enjoyed great fullness of life together ever since, and have worked together in various 
 contexts.   

 Randy and Carol Ann were called to First Presbyterian Church in Columbus, Georgia, where they 
 served as associate pastors from 1995 to 1998.  From there, Randy was called as the pastor of 
 Pickens Presbyterian Church in Pickens, South Carolina, where he has served for the last ten years.  
 Carol Ann was called six years ago as the Director of Children and Youth Ministries for the Pickens 
 church.  While in Pickens, Randy was invited to serve as the Book Review Editor for The 
 Presbyterian Outlook.  He has served in various capacities in Foothills Presbytery, chairing the 
 Education and Leadership Committee, serving as a commissioner to General Assembly, and 
 currently serving on the Committee on Ministry.   

 Randy and Carol Ann have two children: a son, Marshall (12), and a daughter, Morgan (9).  With 
 regard to hobbies and interests, he is a jack of all trades, master of none.  He enjoys playing various 
 stringed instruments (guitar, banjo, mandolin), listening to an eclectic variety of music, golf, fishing, 
 astronomy, cooking, reading (of course), watching UNC basketball, and spending time with his family.  
 He can still beat Marshall in basketball, but not for long.  And Morgan’s deep laughter is the sweetest 



G 

2 
 

 sound in the world to him, followed closely by the final verse of ―Holy, Holy, Holy‖ when the sopranos 
 sing the descant.   
 
His Credo follows: 
 

 Our God is a God of relationship.  Having fellowship within the Trinity, God did not have to create, 
 or need to create.  But God did create: baby toes, the Andromeda Galaxy, brown trout, curmudgeonly 
 church members, planet earth, the cloud of witnesses—all of these, and all things visible and 
 invisible, are made by God the Father Almighty, who indeed made heaven and earth, and the fullness 
 therein.   

 Women and men are created in God’s image to share in this blessed relationship with God.  In 
 sovereign love, God called forth the people of Israel, making covenant with them: ―I will be your God, 
 and you will be my people.‖  Though God is always faithful to this covenant, humans, alas, are faulty 
 partners.  Despite the wonder and joy of our being created in God’s image, we have rebelled in our 
 relationships, turning from God and neighbor in sinful self-centeredness, falling short of God’s glory 
 and good intentions for us in this marvelous world.  Apart from God’s grace, we are without hope, for 
 we sin in our best deeds as well as in our worst.   

 But thanks be to God, we are not apart from God’s grace, for God is tenacious!  Like a mother 
 who will not forsake her nursing child, like a father who welcomes home the prodigal, God will not let 
 us go.  Indeed, God has come to us in person, in the person of Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our 
 Lord and our Savior.  In Christ we are saved by ―the whole course of his obedience,‖ as Calvin said.  
 In becoming incarnate, fully human, Christ expresses God’s Yes to humanity.  In his ministry of 
 teaching, preaching, and healing he embodies what it means to love God with heart, soul, mind, and 
 strength, and to love neighbor as self—and he calls us to follow.  In his atoning death on the cross at 
 the hand of sinners, he has conquered the very powers of sin and death.  In his resurrection, we see 
 God’s affirmation of all that Jesus said and did, with the assurance that there is nothing, in life or in 
 death, that can separate us from the love of God.   

 Through the Holy Spirit, God seals this good news for us, and is present in our midst, confirming 
 the promises made by God through Christ.  The Holy Spirit unites us within the relationship of Christ’s 
 body, elicits from us a faithful response to the gospel, testifies to the truth of God’s Word in Scripture, 
 and strengthens us as we grow in faith.   

 These three persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, are bound together in relationship within the 
 Trinity.  Our one God is made known to us in three persons; though united, their persons are not 
 confused.  In the work of one, we can see the work of three.   

 The Bible is the living word of God.  It is unique in its witness to God’s work in creating the world, 
 in reconciling the world through Christ, and in sustaining the world through the Holy Spirit.  Guided by 
 our confessional heritage, we interpret scripture throughout the life of the church, understanding it as 
 inspired by the Spirit, and as authoritative for faith and life.  In various forms, the Bible tells the story 
 of God’s gracious disposition toward the world, and toward me.   

 Christ has called the church into existence to bear witness to the good news of the gospel, giving 
 each person gifts through the Spirit for the building up of Christ’s body.  Through worship, education, 
 care, and working for justice and mercy for all of God’s children, the church proclaims and shares in 
 the enacting of this distinctive story of God’s reconciling work.  Believing as we do that God cares 
 about the ordinary life of the church, we govern ourselves by a constitution, contained in the Book of 
 Confessions and the Book of Order.  Through our life together, we seek to glorify God, to bear 
 witness to Christ as the head of the church, and to do all things ―decently and in order.‖   

 Christ gave the church two sacraments through which the church enacts the grace of the gospel 
 that we have received.  Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are outward signs of the invisible grace of 
 God at work in and around us—individually, and corporately.  In worship, as we pour out the water of 
 Baptism, and as we break the bread and share the cup of the Lord’s Supper, we find Christ present 
 with us through the Spirit.  Washed and nourished, we recount and give thanks for the ways that God 
 brings us into loving relationship with God and with one another, and sends us out into the world to 
 live and serve thankfully as God’s people.   
 
2. That Presbytery proceed with the examination of the following Minister who is a member of the 
 Foothills Presbytery. He has been examined and approved by the Examinations Committee of Salem 
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 Presbytery. In the context of that examination, he was asked the following two questions and his 
 answers were satisfactory to the Examinations Committee: 

  
a. Do you agree to be governed by the dictates of our Presbyterian polity as defined by the 

Book of Order? 
b. Should you find yourself in disagreement with any aspect of our polity, will you agree to 

remain subject to our Book of Order while working within the bounds of our polity for 
change? 
 

Tyler Joel Domske 
 
 His bio is below: 
 
 Tyler and his wife Adrien have been led all over the country before he landed in seminary. Tyler is a 
 graduate of Westminster College, a small Presbyterian based liberal arts college in western 
 Pennsylvania, where he studied to be a high school social studies teacher. It was Adrien’s job as a 
 dolphin trainer, however, that led them to the Florida Keys for two years, where Tyler worked teaching 
 Social Studies and English at an alternative school for at-risk girls. Nest, they followed the dolphins 
 up to the Chicagoland area, living in Naperville, Illinois for two years, where Tyler worked in the public 
 schools teaching high school Geography, World History, U.S. History, and Psychology. It was in the 
 midst of this setting that Tyler really felt a strong call to go to seminary. After a lot of prayer and 
 consideration, he and Adrien moved again, this time to Dodgeville, Wisconsin, where Tyler could 
 attend the University of Dubuque Theological Seminary in Dubuque, Iowa (45 miles southwest of 
 Dodgeville). After nearly four years in the public schools, Tyler feels a particularly strong call toward 
 working with youth and young adults, recognizing the struggles and challenges that face young 
 people today, and the difficulty in trying to understand how to have an active faith in the midst of such 
 a confusing culture. He is excited at the opportunity to work within a church community, to help 
 people grow deeper in their understanding and faith in Jesus Christ, and to grow closer in community, 
 to help people grow deeper in their understanding and faith in Jesus Christ, and to grow closer in 
 community with one another. More than anything, after nearly six years of traveling around the 
 country, Tyler and Adrien are excited at the opportunity to develop a foundation in a new community 
 themselves, and are excited to see where God is leading them. Being ―Yankees‖, both originally from 
 the Pittsburgh area, they are big Pittsburgh Steelers and Pirates fans, and say words like ―pop‖ 
 instead of ―Coke‖. However, they are both excited about learning new things (especially about 
 southern food-tell them more about the food!).  
 
His Credo follows: 
 
 I believe in one God, the creator of all things.   
 

I believe in the Trinity of God, that God is at once Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.   
 

I believe that God the Father sent the Son, Jesus Christ, to earth that He might die for our sins.  
 In doing so, Christ had to be at once fully human and fully divine, that He might become the perfect 
 sacrifice for our sins, to restore us to the Father. 
  

I believe that we all have a broken human nature that separates us from God.  Bound by our 
 brokenness and our inclination toward sin, we are completely powerless to save ourselves.  Christ 
 came to destroy the power of death and the rule that sin had over our lives.  This salvation through 
 Christ’s sacrifice on the cross is not something that we can earn.  It is freely given by the grace of 
 God through the Holy Spirit.  Our response to that gift of salvation, as modeled by Christ, should be 
 faithful service and love for God, with all of our hearts, souls, minds, and strength.   
 

Through Christ’s actions, the shameful death on the cross and his victory over death, we are 
 invited to share in that salvation, which we recognize through the Holy Sacraments of Baptism and 
 Communion.  These Sacraments are the visible signs and seals of God’s grace and the promise of 
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 salvation.  In Baptism we die and rise with Christ, being joined with Christ in the covenant with God.  
 In partaking in the bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper we are given a foretaste of the Kingdom of 
 God, remembering Christ’s saving act of sacrifice for us, God’s sinful children. 
 

Being marked and sealed as members of the Body of Christ, we are called to live out Christ’s 
 Great Commission: to go into the world and make disciples of every nation.  In doing so, we are also 
 living out God’s command that we truly love one another, drawing people into community with the 
 Body of Christ.  All of this we cannot do without the power of the Holy Spirit sent by the Father and 
 the Son to guide, direct, comfort and sustain us. 
 

I believe that Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testament are the inspired and written Word of 
 God.  Thus, the foundation of our belief should be scripturally based.  This Scriptural understanding 
 leads us to Jesus Christ, the Incarnate Word of God, helping us to better recognize His presence in 
 the world. 
 

I believe in the Reformed understanding of ―Ecclesia Reformata, Semper Reformanda‖ (―The 
 church reformed and always reforming‖).  We are a church that is perpetually seeking to know God 
 better, always striving to recognize the call of God on our lives today.  We recognize that God is a 
 living God, and that the Word of God ―is living and active.‖  This entails accepting that God’s will is 
 greater than our own, and that God has a purpose for what He calls us to do.  Thus, we desire an 
 active faith that is always trying to faithfully discern the call of God.  Through this active faith, we are  
 led by the Holy Spirit, that reaches us out into the world around us and pulls us back together into 
 community as the Body of Christ. 
 
3. That Presbytery proceed with the examination of the following Minister who is a member of the 
 Tampa Bay Presbytery. He has been examined and approved by the Examinations Committee of 
 Salem Presbytery. In the context of that examination, he was asked the following two questions and 
 his answers were satisfactory to the Examinations Committee: 

  
a. Do you agree to be governed by the dictates of our Presbyterian polity as defined by the 

Book of Order? 
b. Should you find yourself in disagreement with any aspect of our polity, will you agree to 

remain subject to our Book of Order while working within the bounds of our polity for 
change? 
 

Larry Charles Duncan 
 
His bio follows: 
 
 The call to the Ministry of Word and Sacrament came early in my life, when Pastor Claude Deal of 
 Trinity Lutheran Church, asked me as a six year old what I was going to be when I grew up.  When I 
 said I was going to be a cowboy, he responded, "No, you are going to be a minister", and thus, the 
 seed was planted.  And from that day to this, God has watered, nourished and cultivated that seed 
 until it has been brought to fruition. 
 
 Upon graduation from South Rowan High School in China Grove, North Carolina, I enrolled at 
 Davidson College, where I immediately fell in love with religious studies.  Having graduated from 
 Davidson with B.A. in Religion, I then attended Union Theological Seminary in Richmond Virginia, 
 which equipped me with an understanding of, and an appreciation for the Reformed Faith.  I had 
 grown up within the Lutheran Church, but during my studies in seminary, I discovered that my own 
 personal faith was more compatible with the Reformed Tradition than it was with the Lutheran. 
 
 While at Union Seminary, my faith not only matured, but a relationship that I had with Licia Flores, a 
 PSCE student, deepened and after an eight month engagement, we were married in San Antonio, 
 Texas.  We have now been married for 33 years, and I have been ordained for 31 years.  In those 
 years, God has blessed our lives by calling us to wonderfully committed and loving congregations.  At 
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 each church, I served, I have learned things vital to my ministry.  At Trinity Presbyterian Church in 
 Jonesville, Louisiana, God taught me the importance of pastoral ministry and of developing close 
 relationships with the people whom I served.  At First Church, Shreveport, Louisiana, I gained 
 administrative skills, which would serve me well in future congregations.  At Westminster in 
 Greenwood South Carolina, a new church development, I had on- the- job training in evangelism and 
 learned that to be effective in evangelism, one needs to stop talking about evangelism and " just do 
 it".  At Lancaster, South Carolina, and at Summerville, South Carolina, I learned that ministry is a two 
 way street as those congregations ministered to our family during times of grief and loss.  And in 
 Charlotte, North Carolina at Steele Creek Presbyterian Church, I saw the importance of interim 
 ministry, and thus, answered God's call becoming an interim minister myself. 
 
 As an interim, I have served two rather large congregations in Richmond, Virginia and St. Petersburg, 
 Florida that were conflicted and had considerable difficulties, but with the help of God and the 
 commitment of church members who took seriously the beatitude," Blessed are the peacemakers", 
 those churches are now healthy, looking forward to the future God has in store for them, instead of 
 rehearsing the battles of the past.  Now, I look forward to serving Westminster Presbyterian Church 
 and helping that congregation to continue its thriving ministry and mission.  I cannot wait to see what 
 God will teach me in this situation. 
 
 Licia and I have two grown daughters, one who lives in Las Cruces, New Mexico and is a educational 
 consultant for underprivileged children and their families, and the other who lives in Heidelberg, 
 Germany, and just received her Master's in Marriage and Family Therapy.  My hobbies are golf, 
 cooking and spoiling our two grandsons every chance I get.  
 
His Credo follows: 
 
 From the Bible I have read, the theology I have studied, and the experiences in life I have had, these 
 are the things I believe about the Christian faith. 
 
 God...  God is the ultimate source of all that was, is, and will be.  Whether in six days or six thousand 
 years, God made the universe and the world and they are good.  After God had lavished this world 
 with every good gift, God then made man and woman in God's image and made them in such a way 
 that they could be in a relationship with their Creator. Over the years, that relationship has brought 
 God both joy and pain.  God is almighty, omniscient, everywhere present, but to me, God's greatest 
 attribute is God's patient endurance, who despite our continued sin and rebellion cries out, as in 
 Hosea saying," How can I give them up? It was I who taught Ephraim how to walk etc."  And so, as 
 the climax to salvation history, God sent Jesus Christ into the world, so that God would not have to 
 give us up. 
 
 Jesus...  God took on flesh and dwelt among us in the person of Jesus Christ, thus Jesus is the 
 ultimate revelation of God. This means if you want to know what God is like, you look to Jesus.  But 
 Jesus was also fully human, which means if you want to know what a genuine and authentic human 
 life is like, you also look to Jesus.  During his earthly ministry, Jesus was far more inclusive and 
 forgiving than we will ever be, fellowshipping with harlots, tax collectors and sinners and forgiving 
 those who eventually took his life.  Jesus is not only our Savior, he is also our Lord.  We are called to 
 obey his teachings and to follow the example he has set.  Jesus will return in glory to judge the world, 
 but we need not fear, for he who will judge us most completely, loves us most fully, and even now 
 Jesus is at the right hand of God making intercession for your life and mine. 
 
 The Holy Spirit...  The third person of the Trinity is also fully divine.  Some have said that the Holy 
 Spirit is God in us.  Most certainly, the Holy Spirit is present to us, closer to us than the air we 
 breathe, connecting our hearts and minds with the Good News of Jesus Christ.  When the Word is 
 read and proclaimed, or the sacraments are administered, the Holy Spirit inspires and sustains faith 
 by whispering in our ears saying," For you, this news of God's love and grace is for you."  The Spirit is 
 on the loose and at work in our world even now supplying people what they need for a mission and 
 ministry. 
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 The Trinity...  Despite all the explanations written and the doctrines created, the Trinity is still a 
 mystery beyond human reason.  How can we explain that we worship one God who has chosen to 
 reveal God's self in three different ways?  How can we say that God is Creator, Redeemer and 
 Sustainer all at the same time, that God is over us, with us and in us at all moments of our lives.  Our 
 doctrines cannot exhaust this mystery or define it.  We can only point to it. 
 
 The Bible...  Scripture is the infallible rule of life and faith, divinely inspired.  It is God's love letter to 
 God's people, and as Martin Luther has said," It is the cradle that holds the Christ.  The Bible is 
 another way that God has revealed God's self to us and as we read and study it, we are in fact 
 surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses who have seen God through the mighty acts of history.  The 
 Bible also acts as a mirror.  As we read the stories of the people in the Bible, we are enabled to see 
 ourselves.  Their story becomes ours, and thus, Jesus is not just a lord and savior, but our Lord and 
 Savior. 
 
 Sin...  Some have described sin as missing the mark, a rebellion against God, pride etc., but we need 
 to understand that sin is a power, a force that opposes God and precedes human sinfulness, as it 
 tempts and entices us to transgress the grace filled limits God has placed upon our lives.  But while 
 sin is a powerful force, it is not as powerful as God's grace, which frees us from the grips of sin and 
 enables us to live as God's new creation. 
 
 Grace...  Grace is pardon for the sinner and power to the forgiven to live obedient lives.  It is God's 
 free gift, which is unmerited and undeserved.  While grace is perhaps the most important aspect of 
 our faith, it is also the most misunderstood and troubling concept of Christianity.  People still feel as 
 though they must contribute something toward their salvation, often defining faith as an act of the 
 human will, rather than the work of the Holy Spirit.  Simply put, Grace means," Nothing of my own I 
 bring, simply to the cross I cling." 
 
 The Sacraments...  The sacraments are the means of grace, a visible sign of an invisible grace 
 instituted by God, available to all people, and in keeping with the faith tradition of the church, whereby 
 the Holy Spirit seals upon our hearts the truth of God's love and grace.  Within the Presbyterian 
 Church, only baptism and the Lord's Supper fit this definition. 
 
 The church...  It is the fellowship of believers, the body of Christ, the bride of Christ, a people called 
 into community at Pentecost by the work of the Holy Spirit through the proclamation of God's Word.  
 Calvin defines the church by saying the church exists wherever the Word of God is rightly proclaimed 
 and heard and the sacraments are rightly administered and received.  Another has said that the 
 church is like Noah’s ark.  If it were not for the storm outside, you could not stand the stench inside.  
 Yet despite the church's faults, God has chosen it to be his hands and feet in the world so that 
 through the church all the families of the earth might be blessed. 
 
4. That Presbytery proceed with the examination of the following Minister who is a member of the West 
 Jersey Presbytery. He has been examined and approved by the Examinations Committee of Salem 
 Presbytery. In the context of that examination, he was asked the following two questions and his 
 answers were satisfactory to the Examinations Committee: 

  
a. Do you agree to be governed by the dictates of our Presbyterian polity as defined by the 

Book of Order? 
b. Should you find yourself in disagreement with any aspect of our polity, will you agree to 

remain subject to our Book of Order while working within the bounds of our polity for 
change? 
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Donald R. McCann 
 

His bio is as follows: 
 
 I was born in Wilmington, Delaware and grew up in New Jersey where I was raised by  
 two loving parents. My father was Roman Catholic and my mother Episcopalian, and my brother  
 and I were raised as Roman Catholics. I attended Catholic elementary schools and high school.  
 In 1972, I professed my personal faith in Jesus Christ. I received spiritual nurture in youth  
 programs sponsored by the First Presbyterian Church of Salem. For several years, I tried to  
 balance my new faith while still a member of the Catholic Church. However, I experienced  
 conflicts that could not be resolved, and became a member of the First Presbyterian Church of  
 Salem in 1976.  
 
 In 1973, I attended the University of Delaware, majoring in Psychology. During my time  
 at Delaware, I was blessed with a fellowship of Christians within my dorm, where we met for  
 prayer and bible study. This was a period of tremendous growth in my walk with the Lord.  
 While I was a senior at the University of Delaware, I felt God calling me to the ministry. At that  
 time, I was accepted by Princeton Theological Seminary and by the Presbytery of West Jersey as  
 a candidate. However, I did not attend seminary at that time for financial and family reasons.  
 
 In 1977, I began a career as an investigator with the Salem County Prosecutor’s Office.  
 In 1988, I took a job with the New Jersey Division of Criminal Justice as a police management  
 specialist, and in 1993 became the Chief of the Police Services Section.  
 
 I met my future wife, Gail, at the Salem County Prosecutor’s Office when she began there  
 as an investigator in 1980. We were married on September 26, 1981, at the First Presbyterian  
 Church of Salem. We have two adopted children, Amanda who was born in 1987 and Gregory  
 who was born in 1990. Both of our children were born in South Korea and came to us as infants.  
 God has truly blessed us with a wonderful family.  
 
 In 1997 I joined the Elmer Presbyterian Church. I have been a Deacon and an Elder, and  
 have taught Sunday School and a weekly Bible study. I have been very involved in the Elmer  
 Community Vacation Bible School, which is a cooperative event between our church, the Elmer  
 United Methodist Church, and Saint Ann’s Roman Catholic Church. From 1999 to present, I  
 have had the opportunity to be a lay preacher at Elmer and other local Presbyterian churches, and  
 have preached about 60 times.  
 
 During that time in ministry at Elmer and preaching, God provided me with a renewed  
 and deep sense of the call to become a minister. In 2005, I retired from my job and began studies  
 at Princeton Theological Seminary as well as the preparation process with the Presbytery of West  
 Jersey. Beginning with my seminary field education in September 2006, I have been serving as a  
 pastoral intern at the Blackwood Presbyterian Church. My wife and children have been very  
 supportive of this major life change. I have come to understand more that life is a journey, and I  
 look forward to this new journey toward what God has for us in the months and years ahead.  
 
His Credo is below: 
 
 I believe that there is only one God who is eternal, all powerful and all holy. In God there are  
 three persons – the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. This Tri-Unity is a mystery that is beyond our  
 human understanding, though God calls us to both wrestle with it and to accept it in faith.  
 
 God is the creator and sustainer of all that is, all that ever was, and all that ever will be. God  
 created the world and the human race in goodness. Through the selfish desire to be God's equal,  
 human beings fell into sin and were separated from God.  
 
 In His love for humanity, in the course of time, God sent His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, to  
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 become human in order that we may be reconciled to and reunited with God. In the incarnation, 
 Jesus  
 was both fully God and fully human. Jesus was born to the Virgin Mary, and lived a sinless life. In  
 His earthly ministry, Jesus proclaimed repentance from sin and salvation, and demonstrated love and  
 mercy. Jesus was betrayed, unjustly tried and sentenced to a brutal death on the cross. On the third  
 day, Jesus rose bodily from the grave. After His resurrection, He continued to preach the good news 
 to  
 His followers. He ascended into heaven, where He has claimed His rightful place at the right hand of  
 God the Father.  
 
 From the beginning in creation and throughout history, the Holy Spirit has worked the will of  
 God in, with and through women and men. On Pentecost, the Holy Spirit came to dwell in a new and  
 vital way with all believers, and to empower them to live their lives in God. The Scriptures of the Old  
 and New Testament are inspired by the Holy Spirit and recorded through human writers. God has  
 provided these Scriptures that we may come to know the God of eternity, especially in and through 
 the central act of history, the incarnation of God in Jesus Christ. God has not left us to struggle with 
 these Scriptures alone, for the very living God who inspired human writers also guides human 
 readers and hearers and enlightens their hearts and minds to the Word of God.  
 
 I believe that every person is born in a state of separation from God. In His unfathomable  
 grace, through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, God has paid the price for sin so that sinful  
 humans can be reconciled to God. In His almighty wisdom, God calls to Himself those who He would  
 have believe, and gives them the grace and faith to believe in Jesus Christ. God works in the life of 
 the Christian, first to quicken the heart to open it to the grace of God, and then throughout his or her 
 life, to shed the old self of sin, to grow in the wisdom and knowledge of God, and to do the good 
 works which are the fruit and evidence of salvation.  
 
 In and through the community of faith, God works to draw women and men into fellowship  
 with Himself and with one another. This community of faith, the church universal, is called to love  
 and serve God, to love and serve one another, and to show forth the light of the Gospel and the love 
 of God to the world. As the body of Christ, we share together in community two sacraments, Baptism  
 and the Lord's Supper, which were instituted by Jesus and are visible signs of God's grace and 
 covenant with His people.  
 
 I believe in a bodily resurrection for all humans, a judgement by God on all humanity at the last  
 day, and eternal life with God for all those whom God has called.  
 
5. That Presbytery proceed with the examination of the following Candidate of Salem Presbytery, ready 
 to receive a call. She has been examined and approved by the Examinations Committee of Salem 
 Presbytery. In the context of that examination, she was asked the following two questions and her 
 answers were satisfactory to the Examinations Committee: 

  
a. Do you agree to be governed by the dictates of our Presbyterian polity as defined by the 

Book of Order? 
b. Should you find yourself in disagreement with any aspect of our polity, will you agree to 

remain subject to our Book of Order while working within the bounds of our polity for 
change? 
 

Canessa L. Stafford 
 

Her bio follows: 
 
 Truly God calls each of us, wooing us from birth, challenging us in our youth, and renewing us in our 
 old age.  I credit this appreciation and early understanding of God to growing up in ―God’s country,‖ 
 ―Almost heaven, West Virginia‖.  God’s fingerprints and footprints are abundantly evident among the 
 hills and hollows where they are echoed in the hearts and faces of her people.  
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 Before I could name it, God called call me to a life of service to others, those who society would 
 marginalize and ostracize.  I graduated from Concord College with a Bachelor of Social Work and 
 received my Masters of Social Work from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  I have 
 served families and children, the homeless and the aged over the last 30 years in West Virginia and 
 North Carolina. 
 
 My journey with God has been much like the terrain of West Virginia, up and down and around and 
 about.  My religious education and church life as colorful as my Granny’s crazy quilt.  At a time when I 
 was disillusioned with religion, God led our young family to the Associate Reformed tradition and a life 
 filled with abundant grace.  There I would serve as a Sunday School Teacher, Vacation Bible  School 
 Director, Music Committee Chairperson, and official bulletin board decorator.  However, there came a 
 time when it wasn’t enough to serve on the margins, it became imperative that we find a church family 
 that recognized and utilized the gifts of all its members regardless of gender.   
 Soon, the crazy quilt didn’t look so crazy, but purposeful, lovingly stitched by the hand of God.  For  
 more than forty years, God had been calling; the Presbyterian Church (USA) gave me the vision and 
 words to answer ―Yes‖.   In May of 2006 I graduated from Duke Divinity School and have been 
 actively and prayerfully seeking a call.  It is with delight and awe that I recognize and answer God’s 
 call to Bethesda Presbyterian Church. 
 
Her Credo is below: 
 
 I believe in one God who alone is worthy of worship.  Through God’s sovereignty God creates, 
 sustains, rules and redeems the world.  God created humankind in God’s image.  We were created to 
 worship and glorify God but by our sin we were separated from the Creator.  Loving us and longing 
 for our reconciliation, out of God’s grace, God gifted humanity with a Savior, God’s son, Jesus Christ. 
 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, the eternally begotten of God, the Word through whom all things were 
 created.  At just the right time in history, God sent the Son, born of a virgin, being fully human and 
 fully God, to redeem the world and reconcile humanity to the Creator.  Jesus Christ was God 
 incarnate sent to proclaim the Good News to the poor, freedom to the captives, and give sight to the 
 blind.  Jesus welcomed the children, healed the sick, associated with outcasts and taught us to love 
 our enemies.  Jesus’ life and teachings led to him being falsely accused and charged with sedition 
 and blasphemy.  He was crucified, truly suffered, taking upon himself the sins of the world.  He was 
 buried and on the third day God raised him from the dead.  Thus, Jesus won the victory over sin and 
 delivers us from death to eternal life.  

 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the third Person of the blessed Trinity, who proceeds from the Father and 
 the Son.  The Holy Spirit is Lord and giver of life, through whom God continues to redeem and 
 reconcile the world.  The Holy Spirit makes known the Lordship of Jesus Christ and calls us to 
 repentance and obedience to the will of God.  It is the Holy Spirit who justifies us by grace through 
 faith, enables us to love God and our neighbor, and binds us together with all believers in all times 
 and places as the one Body of Christ, the Church.  It is the Holy Spirit who calls us through the Word, 
 claims and seals us through Baptism and nourishes us at the Lord’s Table with the bread of life and 
 the cup of salvation. 
 
 I believe in the blessed Trinity, God in three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  We worship one 
 God whom we know as three distinct persons.  They are of the same divine nature, consubstantial, 
 co-eternal, and co-equal, one God in three persons.  

 

 I believe through God’s gracious election we are saved by grace.  Grace is God’s gift to humankind.  
 To say we are saved by grace means that we are saved solely by God’s good favor toward us, not by 
 our works.  There is nothing we can do to achieve this grace, it is a gift of God given to us through the 
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 works of Jesus Christ.  Faith is the gift of the Holy Spirit, which enables us to receive the benefits of 
 God’s grace. 

 I believe that there are two Sacraments given to the Church by God and commended by our Lord and 
 Savior, Jesus Christ.  Through the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper we are called to 
 repentance, faithfulness, community, and discipleship.  There is one Baptism rightly administered in 
 the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  In Baptism we are united in Jesus’ death and 
 resurrection as we die to our sinful nature and experience a rebirth, cleansed and sealed by the Holy 
 Spirit.  In remembrance of Jesus’ death we share the bread and cup of the Lord’s Supper where we 
 are united with the Church in every time and place, offer thanksgiving to God with all the faithful in 
 heaven and earth, and renew our vows of Baptism.  By the Holy Spirit we are brought into the 
 presence of Christ and anticipate the great banquet when our Lord will return in all glory. 

 I believe in the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic church, called into being by its Head, our Lord, Jesus 
 Christ.  The Church is God’s covenant people united by faith.  Through the Holy Spirit the Church 
 proclaims the gospel for salvation, cares for its members, worships, preserves the truth, promotes 
 social justice and is the Kingdom of Heaven to the world. 

6. That Presbytery proceed with the examination of the following Candidate of South Alabama 
 Presbytery, ready to receive a call. She has been examined and approved by the Examinations 
 Committee of Salem Presbytery. In the context of that examination, she was asked the following two 
 questions and her answers were satisfactory to the Examinations Committee: 

  
a. Do you agree to be governed by the dictates of our Presbyterian polity as defined by the 

Book of Order? 
b. Should you find yourself in disagreement with any aspect of our polity, will you agree to 

remain subject to our Book of Order while working within the bounds of our polity for 
change? 

 
Kathryn Kim SongAe Threadgill 
 

Her bio follows: 
 

 Adopted into a family of thirteen, my faith journey is anything but typical. My parents instilled 
 morals and values, through example, about what it meant to be a true servant leader. I still 
 remember the Christmas season my brothers and sisters and I were elves as we rode around in our 
 ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŦƛŦǘŜŜƴ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ Ǿŀƴ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ Ƴȅ ŘŀŘΩǎ ǎƘǳǘ-ins of his church; he was Santa. My memory is 
 filled with gleaning crop fields, like Ruth, and delivering vegetables to needy families in the 
 community. I grew up in the Presbyterian Church, and I was nurtured by an incredible cloud of 
 witnesses into what Faith in God was all about.  
 
 When I was in middle school my faith was put to the test as I lost a dear friend and classmate. When 
 we are faced with the realities of death in our life, I believe that we are shaken to the very 
 foundation of what we believe and how we live our lives. It was through the support of family and 
 my church community (particularly my youth group) that I began to see and understand that it is not 
 enough to merely profess I am a Christian. Actions and belief must be held together. We cannot 
 journey through life, much less faith, by knowing the right answers, as if life were reduced to a Bible 
 Trivia game. However, as disciples of Christ we are called to witness in and through our lives the 
 ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ōǳǊƴǎ ƛƴ ǳǎ ŀƭƭΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ǉǳƻǘŜΣ άtǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ǿƘŜǊŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ƎƻΣ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ 
 ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅΣ ǳǎŜ ǿƻǊŘǎΗέ ǎǘǳŎƪ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƳƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƻƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭΦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ Ŝxample on 
 this earth taught Christians that our faith journey is a daily walk in which we are sanctified through 
 the grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, and we are filled with the Holy Spirit to join into the ministry of 
 God in this world. It is through thƛǎ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƛŜŦ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 



G 

11 
 

 questions that followed, and the loving community that supports me that I learned and longed to 
 live in word and deed as a true Disciple of Christ.  
 
 {ƻΣ ŀǎ L ƎǊŜǿ ƛƴǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ /ŀƭǾƛƴ ŎŀƭƭǎΣ άŀ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǎŜƭŦέ Ƴȅ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ƎƛŦǘǎ 
 began to take on leadership roles of their own and I began to discern the will of God for my life. I 
 became a camp counselor at Camp Pinetreat, where ministry to children and youth were 
 experienced and enjoyed for the first time in my life. I was given the incredible gift of serving as 
 Moderator of Celebration, a spiritual retreat weekend for youth. I was blessed to have a youth 
 group that I was active and passionate about being a part of, and that helped me to formulate and 
 wrestle with the questions of my faith. Then it happened, as it does for everyone, it was time to 
 leave my home and my community I had known and been nurtured in all my life and head to 
 college. I believe in life, as I face huge transitions and great discernment that the Lord blesses me 
 with His will in ways that are not burning bush encounters, but are similar in that the Spirit makes it 
 so obviously clear (following that will, like Jonah, is another story). However, when Montreat College 
 called and offered me a scholarship to play soccer for them for four years and receive a Bible and 
 Religion Degree with a concentration in Youth Ministry, it was abundantly clear where the Lord was 
 leading me. 
 
 In my four years at Montreat, as I embarked upon young adulthood, I was challenged, twisted, 
 broken, and renewed in my faith journey in ways I never knew were possible. As I studied Bible in 
 the academic spectrum I was faced with the challenge of living out that faith in my daily life all on 
 my own. My parents were not there to tell me when and how, my church community was not there 
 to say see you each week to pray and check in, instead I stood, for the first time, as an individual in 
 my walk with Christ. I faced difficult times in my faith. I stumbled and fell as I sought to gain ground 
 and be the person I believed I always had been. Identity formation during this time is huge in any 
 ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎΩ ƭƛŦŜΣ ŀƴŘ L Řƻ ƴƻǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΦ ¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƻng paths and the 
 paths of least resistance sometimes in order to know the truth of God, and so I did. However, during  
 my Sophomore year at Montreat, I was given an internship at Black Mountain Presbyterian Church 
 to work with Bob and Pat Tuttle in the Christian Education program. I worked there for two years 
 and stayed through the summer to work as a Junior High Counselor at Montreat Conference Center. 
 
  By my fourth year at Montreat College I had moved to Montreat Presbyterian Church where I was a 
 part of their team leading the Senior High Youth Program. It was through these internships in the 
 church that I was given a new community and a sense of call to the leadership of the church in Youth 
 Ministry. I felt like Paul, where the blinders were taken off, and I was made to see the truth of the 
 gospel and the call in my life to proclaim it to all young people I encountered. I knew that the time of 
 preparation in academic study, the spiritual gifts that had been nurtured and strengthened were 
 now being placed in practice and the will of God for my life was being mapped out. 
 
 I graduated from Montreat in May 2005 and started Greek school at Columbia Theological Seminary 
 in July 2005. It was a huge leap into yet another, more difficult academic setting. However, this 
 transition was one of great hopes as I continued to study and prepare for the ministry God which 
 called me. It was in preparation for the summer after my first year that I was again validated and 
 affirmed in my call to Youth Ministry. As God had so often done in the past, it was a summer of 
 discernment as Columbia students are required to serve in a church as a summer pastoral intern. I, 
 ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǿŀǎ ŀǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ŜŀǊƴŜǎǘƭȅ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
 Supervised Ministry department came to me and asked me with my prior experience in the church 
 why I did not apply to go internationally for my summer internship to challenge myself a bit more. 
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 When I was approved and placed in Kenya my two passions in this world, Youth Ministry and 
 Missions, converged and I was brought to my knees in prayers of thanksgiving for all that I witnessed 
 and was a part of. My two and a half months in Kenya were some of the greatest and most affirming 
 memories in my entire faith journey. Each day I woke up and I gave thanks to God for where He had 
 brought me and the ministry which I was a part. Each night I prayed prayers to let go of the 
 tragedies and sorrow I had experienced in the day. Each night I prayed prayers of rejoicing for the 
 triumphs and joys of the day. I sat with people in the gravest of circumstances and the most horrific 
 of scenarios this world knows, and I rejoiced in the greatest joy with some of the most resilient and 
 ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ LΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊŜŘΦ ¢ƻ ǎŀȅ LΩƳ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƛǎ ŀ ƘǳƳōƭƛƴƎ ƎƛŦǘ ǘƘŀǘ L Řƻ 
 not, nor will I ever, take lightly. As L ŀƳ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜǉǳƛǇǇŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ 
 extraordinary circumstances, and as I truly do this in the light and love of Christ, I too am 
 transformed. 
 After my summer in Kenya the rest of my time at Columbia, and the rest of my life, has been forever 
 transformed to observe, to study, to minister, to live in light of the realities of this world, both sin 
 and grace, and to share that truth with everyone and anyone I encounter. My youth at the church I 
 currently serve, Gum Creek Presbyterian Church, have heard the stories and seen the faces of the 
 youth I encountered in Kenya. They have prayed for them and sat in solidarity with them as they 
 fasted to raise awareness and financial support for starving youth in Africa. My understanding and 
 interpretation in class will always reflect a larger world reality in which Christianity lives and 
 breathes so differently. I have been transformed, like Paul through his missionary journeys, to 
 encounter life and people in a way that makes me truly understand and appreciate the priesthood 
 of all believers. LƻƻƪƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ƻƴ ƛǘΣ LΩŘ ǎŀȅ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ YŜƴȅŀ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘΧL ǿŀǎ 
 blessed to see and experience it in my family alone!! 
 
 Now I graduate, and my faith journey continues as I embark into full-time Youth Ministry in the 
 ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ ¢Ǌŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻǳƴǘƭŜǎǎ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜΣ ŀƴŘ L ƘŀǾŜ 
 no doubt this next stage of my journey holds remarkable things in store as well. As I let God take the 
 reins, and I seek to live in obedience to God alone and the truth of the gospel, I can say that this next 
 part of my faith journey will be even greater and even more challenging than I can begin to fathom. 
 And yet, as throughout my life, I am surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses who love and support 
 me, and I belong to a God who is already there preparing a way and ready to lead me in the paths of 
 His glory. To me there is no greater Ƨƻȅ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎΦ CŀƛǘƘ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΧƛƴŘŜŜŘ ƛǘ ƛǎΧŀƴŘ L ŀƳ Řŀƛƭȅ 
 blessed and in awe to travel it!!! 
 
Her Credo follows: 
 
 I believe in the Triune God, which is one Essence in three Persons, who is the universal creator from 

 chaos to order. In the Triune God of love, all things came into being in a divine plan and act of grace. 

 All of Creation is sustained through God the Father, mediated and reconciled through God the Son, 

 and intervened through God the Holy Spirit. 

  

 We cannot fully see God, nor can our feeble and finite human minds fathom the complete mystery 

 and majesty God, because we are a sinful and fallen race of humanity. And yet, God’s covenantal 

 love sent forth his son, Jesus Christ (who was also there in the beginning), into the world to redeem 

 the world. Jesus surrendered his glory to become fully human, and yet fully divine, to be the true and 
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 ultimate way to salvation in a world of sin. Christ, in his human perfection, willingly suffered and laid 

 down his life to save, reconcile, and redeem all of creation, because this was the will of God the 

 Father in heaven. However, Christ did not stay dead, but instead, Scripture reveals to us that on the 

 third day he defeated death, was resurrected, and ascended to reign and rule at the right hand of God 

 the Father. Christ’s death and resurrection overpowered evil, redeemed humanity from sin, and 

 promises a new kingdom that will be entirely ushered in amidst the eschatological events of Christ’s 

 return. It is a promise of life eternal on the final Day of Judgment where evil will be defeated once and 

 for all, all things will be fully restored, and the predestined elect will live with God forever. 

 

 As we readily await Christ’s return, God has given us the gift of God the Holy Spirit that dwells within, 

 among, and around all those whom God predestined since the beginning of creation. The Spirit 

 within, acts as a governing voice in which God’s will is conveyed, and among me as I am connected 

 with all those who are baptized in Christ. Through baptism we are adopted and the Spirit is poured 

 out; through the sacrament of Eucharist we not only remember, but we actively join in the priesthood 

 of believers throughout all time and space. 

 

 The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are not separate, but are a three in one living entity that comprises 

 the triune God by which we have our life, and breath, and very being. As I was given grace through 

 the triune God in the waters of baptism and was sealed with God forever, so the Table allows me to 

 actively participate in the ministry with all believers. God has called us to actively participate in the 

 furthering of His kingdom, giving voice to the oppressed, feeding the hungry, fighting against injustice, 

 praying with the sick and broken hearted, and glorifying the Lord until he comes again. I am justified, 

 sanctified, and called by God to honor and enjoy God forever. 

 

 
  
   


